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perienced artillerists, and are therefore far less destructive than light guns in the same position.
Getting between two of their works so as to get into the rear would open the gates of Richmond.
What is to be done in Richmond
Whatever Division or other body of troops shall get into Richmond, it will be their duty immediately, without waiting for parley or doing anything else, to proceed at once to the bridges across the James River, seizing upon inhabitants to guide them for that purpose if necessary, and destroy them. Fire is the readiest way of destroying bridges such as these are of wooden spans. As soon as that destruction has been accomplished, then unless both columns and the cavalry column have reached the City, as large a body as can possibly be spared will be sent to open the way upon the road by which such tardy column is supposed to be advancing by a sharp attack upon any enemy opposing in the rear.
No large body of troops it is believed will be needed for this purpose, as the enemy under such circumstances would make no stand.
In case a portion of the troops reach Richmond, and the troops holding either bridgehead below Richmond are attacked, they are to hold the ground as long as possible, having, the moment that they strike the point which they intend to hold, strengthened themselves by intrench ment as much as possible, for which reason the Battalion of Engineers has been ordered to report to Maj. Gen'l. Ord, and will be well at the front, furnished with their intrenching tools.
In case the troops guarding the bridges are forced back, they will retire upon the position held by our Army, not allowing the enemy to get between them and the main body.
In case any portion of the troops have reached Richmond, and those outside are attacked by a force of the enemy which they are unable to resist, they will retire towards Richmond and not from it.
It being intended if the town is once reached to hold it at all risks and at all hazards, and all Commanders of Divisions and others in advance are especially cautioned not to recognize or regard flags-of-truce if any are sent, but immediately receiving the bearer to press on. It will be time enough to deal with flags-of-truce after the object of the expedition is accomplished.